
Scholarship Award 

 
 

Irene and Harry Staley Scholarship 
of 

Rochester Area 
Community Foundation 

Harry and Irene Staley lived in a 

modest home and never 

accumulated wealth in money or 

possessions. In their declining 

years, each stated that they 

believed they had had a wonderful 

life. They provided their children 

with opportunities that had not been 

available to them. Their 

contributions to their church and 

community were significant. They 

had a wonderful life because they 

made other people’s lives better. 

The 
Heart Behind 

Your Gift 

Devoted parents with a 
love of community. 

Since 1972, Rochester Area 
Community Foundation has 

engaged passionate philanthropists 
in improving our region, 

awarding more than $293 million 
in grants across our eight-county 
service area to meet both current 

and future needs. 

 

More than 1,000 funds and 
endowments are administered by 

the Community Foundation. 
These funds, created by 

individuals, families, organizations 
and businesses, benefit the greater 
Rochester region in a wide variety 

of impact areas that include the 
arts, education, social services, 

civic engagement, and 
a host of other purposes. 

 

Working with the Community 
Foundation, local philanthropists 

can become catalysts for 
community change and 

experience the joy of giving. 

The Staleys contributed to the 
vitality of their community. 



I rene  Lee  S ta l ey :  
1906 -1997 

 
Ha r ry  Wa l te r  S ta l ey :  

1908 -1986 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Impor tant  to them: 

 

Joy 

Volunteerism 

Family 

Education 

& 

Spirit 

Please accept this grant in memory 
of Irene and Harry Staley who were 
born in Missouri and moved from 
Kansas City to Ilion, New York in 
1946 as the result of Harry’s job 
transfer by DuPont’s Remington 

Arms Division. 
 

Harry was the maintenance supervisor for 
the Ilion plant until his retirement in 1971.  

Irene Staley stayed at home to raise her 
three children - Harry, Dolores and Janice. 

Throughout their married life of 57 years, 
they had two goals:  to raise and educate 
their children to be responsible, caring 
adults; and to enrich their church and 

community through volunteer activities. 

They began their volunteer activities by 
being actively involved in the organizations 

where their children were participants, 
including Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Parent 
Teacher’s Association, DeMolay, Triangle 

and all school and church related 
functions. 

As their children, all graduates of Bucknell 
University, began their own lives, Harry 

and Irene became more involved in 
community organizations, usually in 

leadership positions.  They were both active 
for over 25 years at the Mohawk Valley 
General Hospital, and Mohawk Valley 
Nursing Home.  Harry served in every 
position on the board of Trustees, and 

Irene was one of the founders and 
president of the Woman’s Guild, which 

raised money for medical equipment 

through operation of a snack bar, gift shop 
and numerous fundraising events. 

They were involved in all areas of the First 
Baptist Church. 

Irene was on the board and president of the 
Homestead, a retirement home for women; 
president of the Historical Society; member 

of American Baptist Women’s Society; 
member, Ilion Council Church Women 
United; recruiting chairman, Red Cross 
Bloodmobile; board member, Ilion Day 

Care Center; and fund-raiser for American 
Cancer Society.  In all of these activities 

Harry participated in and supported Irene’s 
endeavors. 

This is only a listing of some of the 
organizations where they gave freely and 

The Staleys ... 

 
Rochester Area Community Foundation 

500 East Avenue 
Rochester NY 14607-1912 

 
Phone: (585) 341-4350 

Email: scholarships@racf.org 

To view our other scholarship 
funds, visit our website at 

www.racf.org or contact the 
Scholarship Program:  

To make a contribution and help share Irene and Har-
ry’s spirit for volunteerism, send a check to  

The Community Foundation  
payable to: 

Irene and Harry Staley Scholarship Fund.  

The Staleys created a  
stable, loving family. 


