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ROCHESTER AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD INTEREST AREA

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS – SUMMER 2011
Monroe County, New York has a demonstrated, community-wide commitment to improving the quantity, quality, and accessibility of early childhood programs.  More than fifteen years ago, child care providers, government officials, private funders including the Community Foundation, child advocates, business leaders, and others came together to tackle these important issues.  What emerged is the Early Childhood Development Initiative (ECDI), a strategy-setting body that determines community priorities in the early childhood area and develops strategies for addressing these priorities.  The results of the Initiative have been profound.  

The Community Foundation is proud to have been an original member of ECDI and has provided funding in the area of early childhood for more than 20 years.  In 2001, the Community Foundation announced the creation of the Early Childhood Priority Area which focused on enhancing the quality of family child care.  Today, as the Community Foundation looks to address additional unmet needs in our community, the focus of our early childhood funding has been updated.  The goal of this Request for Proposals is to improve the quality of Rochester’s early childhood system.  

The Community Foundation is accepting applications to support the early childhood community in the following ways:

Projects that involve public policy research, evaluation, and/or advocacy in order to better understand the scope of a policy, advocate for change, or improve the delivery of services;

Broad communication efforts that, for example, would attempt to affect the behavior of a large number of individuals or foster public dialogue on an issue;

Organizations providing cost-effective training or technical assistance, contracting with an outside expert to serve as a resource, or facilitating peer group learning in order to improve the effectiveness of a large number of early childhood care providers; and

Projects that leverage significant other support and/or dollars from government, major private foundations, or individuals.
GRANT LOGISTICS
Size of Grants Available
Grants of up to $25,000 are available.  
Who’s Eligible?
Any 501(c)(3) organization or government entity serving the greater Rochester region (Monroe, Orleans, Genesee, Livingston, Ontario, and Wayne counties).  

Deadline for Applications

Proposals must be postmarked by May 20, 2011.  The Community Foundation acknowledges all proposals we receive from applicants.  If you do not receive a letter confirming receipt of your proposal within two weeks of the application deadline, please call the Community Programs Department at (585) 271-4100.

Where to Submit Applications

Send one copy to:

Mairéad Hartmann, Program Officer

Rochester Area Community Foundation

500 East Avenue

Rochester, NY  14607-1912

APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Please include the following when submitting your proposal for funding: 

One Page Cover Letter

Please include a one-page cover letter that: 

· Describes your organization and who it serves;
· Briefly describes your project; and 

· Indicates the amount you are requesting from the Community Foundation.

Organization Information
Please provide:

· The name, street and mailing address, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address of your organization;
· An organization contact for the project;
· A list of your Board of Directors, with affiliations;
· Your most recent annual report, or, if not available, a statement of program services;
· Signatures of the CEO and a Board representative, preferably the Board Chair or President.
IRS Determination Letter

Please enclose a copy of your IRS determination letter indicating that your organization is exempt from taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code and that the organization is not a private foundation as defined in Section 509(a).
Project Description
In two or three pages, please describe the project you would like to have funded by the Community Foundation.  This should be a description of a specific project, not a justification of your entire organization.  It should encompass one of the approaches found on page 1.
Project Outcomes 
Please indicate what your project outcomes are and how you will achieve them.
How You Will Monitor Your Progress

Please describe how you will measure your progress toward meeting your project outcomes. 

Timeline for Achieving Your Project Outcomes

Please describe when you expect to achieve your project outcomes.  It may take longer than the grant period.

Ongoing Projects
If this is an ongoing project, please describe your past results.  Please also describe who you have served in the past and past funders of this project.  
New Projects

If this is a new project, please describe why you believe you will achieve your outcomes and your capacity for implementing this project.

Other Partner(s)

If this work is being conducted in collaboration with another organization or organizations, please identify the organization, its role in the project, the contact person in that organization, and an address and phone number. Include letters of support from the partnering organizations.
Other Support

Please provide a list of other funders supporting this project and the amount of their support.
Project Budget

Please complete the attached project budget. 
Organizational Budget 
Please include a financial summary of your organization’s most recently completed fiscal year, including the original budget and actual revenue and expenses for that year.

Recent Audited Financial Statement  

Please include the most recent audited financial statement.  If your financial statements have never been audited, indicate why (e.g. you are too small or your organization is too new).

If you have questions about completing this application, please contact:

Mairéad Hartmann, Program Officer

The Community Foundation

(585) 341-4350
mhartmann@racf.org

Project Budget Information
Early Childhood Interest Area
Support/Revenue
	
	Committed
	Anticipated



	Requested grant from the Community Foundation

	_
	

	Fundraising Events


	
	

	Private Support

Gifts/ Bequests
	
	

	Foundation/Corporate 

Grant Support
	
	

	United Way


	
	

	Government Support


	
	

	Investment Income


	
	

	Program Service Fees


	
	

	Miscellaneous


	
	

	Total Support/Revenue


	
	


Please identify, on a separate sheet of paper, the specific organizations you have approached for funding and indicate with an asterisk those organizations that have already committed funds to this project. 

Expenses

	
	Total Expenses
	Expenses Covered by Requested Grant

	Staff*


	
	

	     Salaries


	
	

	     Fringe Benefits


	
	

	     Consultant Fees


	
	

	Professional Development/

Training Fees
	
	

	Conference Fees


	
	

	Certifications/Education


	
	

	Accreditation Fees

	
	

	Consumable Supplies


	
	

	Printing


	
	

	Postage


	
	

	Phone/Fax


	
	

	Equipment


	
	

	Classroom/Program Materials
	
	

	Occupancy/Insurance


	
	

	Transportation


	
	

	Capital/Building Improvements
	
	

	Travel/Mileage 

	
	

	Other


	
	

	Total Expenses


	
	


*Please include the annual salaries of each staff member committed to this project and the portion of their time allocated to the project.  If applicable, please specify expenses listed in “other.”
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